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90 Great Books: A Catalogue
Voltaire wrote, “It is with books as it is with men—a very small
number play a great part.” In our new catalogue, we celebrate 90
of that very small number, all individual landmarks of the human
imagination. The following offering represents a sampling of featured
items. For more information about these works or to see a complete
listing, please call to request a catalogue or visit our website.

Charles Darwin On the Origin of Species

1859. “The most important single work in
science.” First edition in original cloth, one of
only 1250 copies printed. An exceptional copy.

John Milton Paradise Lost

1668. “One of the greatest, most noble and
sublime poems which either this age or
nation has produced.” First edition of Milton’s
masterpiece, in contemporary calf.

Herman Melville Moby-Dick
Ernest Hemingway The Sun Also Rises

1926. One of the most sought-after of modern
firsts: first edition, first issue, in the scarce
first-issue dust jacket.

Meriwether Lewis, William Clark
History of the Expedition

1814. The cornerstone of American
exploration: first edition of the Lewis and
Clark expedition, the definitive account
of the most important exploration of the
North American continent. Two volumes
in contemporary calf, complete with the
extraordinary large folding map.

F. Scott Fitzgerald The Great Gatsby

1925. One of the great rarities in American
literature: first edition in the first-issue dust
jacket of one of the most desirable works in
modern literature.

Alexander Hamilton, James Madison,
John Jay The Federalist Papers

1788. “The most influential American political
work.” First edition of one of the seminal
books in American political history, “a
powerful influence in procuring the adoption
of the Federal Constitution.”

Mark Twain
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

1885. “All modern literature comes from one
book by Mark Twain. It’s the best book we’ve
had” (Ernest Hemingway). An extraordinary
American rarity: Mark Twain’s own copy of
Huck Finn, signed by him, in publisher’s
sheep. Full first issue, one of the earliest
known copies.

1851. “Towards thee I roll, thou alldestroying but unconquering whale…”
First American edition of Melville’s superb
classic, arguably the greatest single work in
American literature.

William Harvey On the Blood

1653. “The most important single medical
work ever published.” Scarce first edition in
English of Harvey’s revolutionary work on the
circulation of blood.

William Shakespeare
Comedies, Histories, and Tragedies

Karl Marx Capital: A Critical Analysis of
Capitalist Production

1632. “Incomparably the most important work
in the English language.” Very rare 1632
Second Folio of Shakespeare’s plays, among
the most desirable of any English language
books and the prize of any collection.

1886. First edition in English of Marx’s
magnum opus, Das Kapital.

Marcus Aurelius Meditations

1634. “The most human of all books.” First
edition of the first English translation of the
Stoic philosopher’s influential teachings on
human virtues.

Ernest Shackleton
Heart of the Antarctic WITH: The Antarctic Book

1909. Superb deluxe first edition, special
limited large-paper issue of Shackleton’s
riveting account of the British expedition of
1907-1909, with The Antarctic Book, with the
signatures of every member of the shore
party, including Shackleton.

Alexander the Great by Quintus Curtius
The Life of Alexander the Great

1553. Exceedingly rare edition in English of
this classic biography of Alexander the Great,
in handsome 18th-century morocco-gilt.

Thomas Jefferson Memoires de Maximilien
de Bethune, Duc de Sully

1767. Thomas Jefferson’s copy of the memoirs
of the Duke de Sully, with Jefferson’s
ownership initials handwritten by him in
each of the eight volumes.

Edward Gibbon
The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire

1776-88. “The greatest historical work
ever written.” Full first edition set of one
of the great classics of Western thought,
with folding maps. Six quarto volumes, finely
bound in contemporary calf-gilt.

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart Don Giovanni

1801. First edition of the full score of Mozart’s
magnificent opera.

Samuel Johnson
Dictionary of the English Language

1755. First edition of the first great dictionary
of the English language, two large thick folio
volumes in contemporary calf.

Charles Dickens A Christmas Carol

1843. “The one great Christmas myth
of modern literature.” First edition, first
issue. A beautiful copy.

For over 35 years Bauman Rare Books has been offering fine and important books.
For an introduction to book collecting, stop by our Madison Avenue gallery or visit our website.
Or if you are in Las Vegas, visit our newest gallery at The Palazzo.

www.BaumanRareBooks.com/nyt

